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3375.19 County library district.

In each county there may be created a county library district composed of all the local, exempted
village, and city school districts in the county which are not within the territorial boundaries of an
existing township, school district, municipal, county district, or county free public library, by one of the
following methods:

(A) The board of county commissioners may initiate the creation of such a county library district by
adopting a resolution providing for the submission of the question of creating a county library district
to the electors of such proposed district. Such resolution shall define the territory to be included in
such district by listing the school districts which will compose the proposed county library district.

(B) The board of county commissioners shall, upon receipt of a petition signed by no less than ten per
cent, or five hundred, whichever is the lesser, of the qualified electors of the proposed county library
district voting at the last general election, adopt a resolution providing for the submission of the
question of creating a county library district to the electors of the proposed district. Such resolution
shall define the territory to be included in such district by listing the school districts which will compose
the proposed county library district.

Upon adoption of such a resolution authorized in either division (A) or (B) of this section the board of
county commissioners shall cause a certified copy of it to be filed with the board of elections of the
county prior to the ninetieth day before the day of the election at which the question will appear on the
ballot. The board of elections shall submit the question of the creation of such county library district to
the electors of the territory comprising such proposed district at the succeeding November election.

If a majority of the electors, voting on the question of creating such proposed district, vote in the
affirmative such district shall be created.

Amended by 128th General AssemblyFile No.29, HB 48, §1, eff. 7/2/2010.

Effective Date: 08-17-1961.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3375.19 2/6/2018



Lawriter - ORC - 3375.20 Resolution by boards of library trustees requesting formation o... Page 1 of 1

3375.20 Resolution by boards of library trustees requesting
formation of county library district.

In any county in which there is not in existence a county library district and in which all of the local,
exempted village, and city school districts in the county, in which there is not located a main library of
a township, municipal, school district, association, or county free public library, are receiving approved
service from one or more of such libraries, there may be created a county library district. The boards
of trustees of the library or libraries providing approved library service to the school districts in the
county in which there is not located a main library of a township, municipal, school district, or county
free public library may adopt a resolution requesting the formation of a county library district
composed of all of the school districts being served by such library or libraries. Such resolution or
resolutions shall set forth the school districts to be included in the proposed county library district and
it shall be submitted to the taxing authority of the subdivision or subdivisions having jurisdiction over
the library or libraries requesting the formation of such proposed library district.

Within thirty days after the receipt of such resolution by the taxing authority of a subdivision it shall
either approve or disapprove the formation of the proposed county library district as set forth in said
resolution. Within ten days after a taxing authority has either approved or disapproved the formation
of a proposed county library district it shall notify the board of county commissioners of the county in
which such proposed library is to be situated of its action. If all of the taxing authorities to which such
proposal has been submitted approve of the creation of such county library district, such district is
created and the board of county commissioners shall immediately notify the boards of library trustees
initiating such proposed county library district and the taxing authorities which approve the formation
of such county library district that such county library district has been created. Upon receipt of such
notice from the board of county commissioners the boards of library trustees initiating such proposed
county library district and the taxing authorities which approve the creation of such county library
district shall take appropriate action transferring all title to the interest in all property, both real and
personal, in the name of the public libraries under their jurisdiction to the board of trustees of the
county library district.

For the purposes of this section the board of county commissioners is the taxing authority of an
association library.

Effective Date: 10-01-1953.
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3375.22 County library district - appointment of trustees.

In any county in which there has been created a county library district, the free public library of said
district shall be under the control and management of a board of library trustees consisting of seven
members. Such trustees shall be qualified electors of the library district or county. Three shall be
appointed by the judges of the court of common pleas and four shall be appointed by the board of
county commissioners of the county in which said district is situated. The term of office of said trustees
shall be seven years, except that at the first appointment the terms of those appointed by the judges
shall expire in two, four, and six years respectively, and the terms of those appointed by the board of
county commissioners shall expire in one, three, five, and seven years respectively. Any appointment
made to fill a vacancy shall be made by the same body which appointed the trustee whose place has
become vacant and shall be for his unexpired term. The successor of any trustee of any county library
district shall be appointed by the same board or officers which appointed his predecessor and all
subsequent appointments shall be for seven years. The members of such board of library trustees shall
serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties. Such board of library trustees shall organize in accordance with
section 3375.32 of the Revised Code. Such board of library trustees shall have the control and
management of the county district free public library and in the exercise of such control and
management shall be governed by sections 3375.33 to 3375.41, inclusive, of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 06-13-1972.
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3375.33 Boards of library trustees are bodies politic and
corporate.

The boards of library trustees appointed pursuant to sections 3375.06, 3375.10, 3375.12, 3375.15,
3375.22, and 3375.30 of the Revised Code are bodies politic and corporate, and as such are capable of
suing and being sued, contracting, acquiring, holding, possessing, and disposing of real and personal
property, and of exercising such other powers and privileges as are conferred upon them by law.

Effective Date: 10-01-1953.
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3375.40 Board of library trustees - powers and duties.

Each board of library trustees appointed pursuant to section 3375.06, 3375.10, 3375.12, 3375.15,
3375.22, or 3375.30 of the Revised Code may do the following:

(A) Hold title to and have the custody of all real and personal property of the free public library under
its jurisdiction;

(B) Expend for library purposes, and in the exercise of the power enumerated in this section, all
moneys, whether derived from the county public library fund or otherwise, credited to the free public
library under its jurisdiction, and generally do all things it considers necessary for the establishment,
maintenance, and improvement of the free public library under its jurisdiction;

(C) Purchase, lease, construct, remodel, renovate, or otherwise improve, equip, and furnish buildings
or parts of buildings and other real property, and purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire motor vehicles
and other personal property, necessary for the proper maintenance and operation of the free public
library under its jurisdiction, and pay their costs in installments or otherwise. Financing of these costs
may be provided through the issuance of notes, through an installment sale, or through a lease-
purchase agreement. Any such notes shall be issued pursuant to section 3375.404 of the Revised
Code.

(D) Purchase, lease, lease with an option to purchase, or erect buildings or parts of buildings to be
used as main libraries, branch libraries, or library stations pursuant to section 3375.41 of the Revised
Code;

(E) Establish and maintain a main library, branches, library stations, and traveling library service
within the territorial boundaries of the political subdivision or district over which it has jurisdiction of
free public library service;

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this division and only before January 1, 2015, establish and
maintain branches, library stations, and traveling library service in any school district, outside the
territorial boundaries of the political subdivision or district over which it has jurisdiction of free public
library service, upon application to and approval of the state library board pursuant to section 3375.05
of the Revised Code. The board of library trustees of any free public library maintaining branches,
stations, or traveling library service, outside the territorial boundaries of the political subdivision or
district over which it has jurisdiction of free public library service, on September 4, 1947, may continue
to maintain and operate those branches, those stations, and that traveling library service without the
approval of the state library board until January 1, 2015.

(G) Appoint and fix the compensation of all of the employees of the free public library under its
jurisdiction, pay the reasonable cost of tuition for any of its employees who enroll in a course of study
the board considers essential to the duties of the employee or to the improvement of the employee's
performance, and reimburse applicants for employment for any reasonable expenses they incur by
appearing for a personal interview;

(H) Make and publish rules for the proper operation and management of the free public library and
facilities under its jurisdiction, including rules pertaining to the provision of library services to
individuals, corporations, or institutions that are not inhabitants of the county;
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(I) Assess uniform fees for the provision of services to patrons of the library, but no fee shall be
assessed for the circulation of printed materials held by the library except for the assessment of fines
for materials not returned in accordance with the board's rules;

(J) Establish and maintain a museum in connection with and as an adjunct to the free public library
under its jurisdiction;

(K) By the adoption of a resolution, accept any bequest, gift, or endowment upon the conditions
connected with the bequest, qgift, or endowment. No such bequest, gift, or endowment shall be
accepted by the board if its conditions remove any portion of the free public library under the board's
jurisdiction from the control of the board or if the conditions, in any manner, limit the free use of the
library or any part of it by the residents of the counties in which the library is located.

(L) At the end of any fiscal year, unless doing so would be contrary to law, set aside any
unencumbered surplus remaining in the general or any other fund of the free public library under its
jurisdiction for any purpose, including creating or increasing a special building and repair fund, or for
operating the library or acquiring equipment and supplies;

(M) Procure and pay all or part of the cost of group term life, hospitalization, surgical, major medical,
disability benefit, dental care, eye care, hearing aids, or prescription drug insurance or coverage, or a
combination of any of those types of insurance or coverage, whether issued by an insurance company
or a health insuring corporation duly licensed by the state, covering its employees, and, in the case of
group term life, hospitalization, surgical, major medical, dental care, eye care, hearing aids, or
prescription drug insurance or coverage, also covering the dependents and spouses of its employees,
and, in the case of disability benefits, also covering the spouses of its employees.

(N) Pay reasonable dues and expenses for the free public library and library trustees in library
associations.

Any instrument by which real property is acquired pursuant to this section shall identify the agency of
the state that has the use and benefit of the real property as specified in section 5301.012 of the
Revised Code.

Amended by 129th General AssemblyFile No.140, SB 321, §1, eff. 6/26/2012.

Effective Date: 11-09-2003; 09-29-2005; 2008 SB185 06-20-2008.
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEE CANDIDATES

Candidate’s Name Date

1. Why would you like to be a library trustee?

2. What role(s) do you think the public library should fill in the community?

3. How do you usc the services of librarics?

4. What do you think would be your most significant contribution to the board?

5. In which community organizations have you been involved? What do you think were your chief
accomplishments in those organizations?

6. What changes do you see coming to our county that will affect the library?

7. The library collections contain materials that some people would find objectionable. Examples
include materials on abortion, gun control, homosexuality and R-rated videos. How do you think you
might go about defending these materials if challenged by a friend or neighbor?

8. The Board usually meets the third Thursday of every month at 5:00 p.m. and Board committees
meet on an as needed basis. Trustecs are sometimes also asked to attend extra meetings. Will you be
able to commit the time to do this?

9. What experience do you have with technolo gy such as personal computers, the Internet, and the
World Wide Web? What do you think the library should be doing in relation to these?

10. ‘What role do you think the library should play in restricting access to information or materials that
are controversjal?

11, Would it be difficult for you to support a decision with which you disagreed but the rest of the
trustees approved?
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Appendix 4
SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS

Library trustees are appointed in various ways depending on
the legal organization. The appointing authority retains this power
of appointment. The governing body must be made aware of the
importance of the board and of the importance of choosing members
with desirable qualifications. The possibility of the selection being
left to chance or political patronage is thus reduced.

Selection
Qualities that should be sought in prospective board members
include:
1. The capacity to envision what library service should mean
to the community.

2. Readiness to devote time and effort to carrying out. the
duties,

3. Knowledge of the community and an active involvement in
its services, its interests, and its resources.

4. Ability to work cooperatively as a member of a dedicated
team.

5. Initiative and ability to establish policies for successful oper-
ation of the library and for impartial service to all its
patrons.

6. Courage to plan creatively, to carry out plans effectively, and
to withstand pressures and prejudices.

7. Enthusiasm of the contagious variety.

The board should also be considered as a whole. Today the
library has a new and increasing importance as a resource center
for the total community and board members should represent a
cross-section of the community. If they are not themselves repre-
sentatives, they must remember their obligation to represent the
following:

1. A diversity of interests
2. A balance of age and socio-economic levels

3. Experience and/or knowledge in a variety of fields.

Apnointment

The appointing body should be notified immediately of any
vacancy and should make appointments promptly. In the notification,
the board should re-emphasize the board’s importance, list the quali-
fications they would like to see in a new member, and suggest names.
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