
HOW COVID-19 COMPARES TO OTHER COMMON CONDITIONS 

     

SYMPTOMS 

CORONAVIRUS* 

COVID-19 

Symptoms rage  

from mild to severe. 

COLD FLU 
SEASONAL 

ALLERGIES 
Gradual onset of 

symptoms. 

Abrupt onset of 

symptoms. 
Abrupt onset of 

symptoms. 

 
Length of 

Symptoms 
7-25 DAYS 

LESS THAN 

14 DAYS  
7-14 DAYS  

SEVERAL 

WEEKS  

Cough  

Shortness 

of Breath  

Sneezing  

Runny or 

Stuffy Nose  

Sore Throat  

Fever  

Chills  

Fatigue  

Headaches  

Body Aches 

and Pains  

Diarrhea,  

Nausea or  

Vomiting 

New loss or 

taste of smell  

COMMON 
(USUALLY DRY) 

COMMON 

(USUALLY DRY) 
COMMON 

(MILD) 

RARE 
(USUALLY DRY UNLESS IT 

TRIGGERS ASTHMA) 

SOMETIMES NO NO NO** 

COMMON 

COMMON 

NO 

RARE 

NO COMMON 

SOMETIMES COMMON 

SOMETIMES COMMON SOMETIMES SOMETIMES 

(USUALLY DRY) 

COMMON COMMON 
SHORT FEVER 

PERIOD 
NO 

SOMETIMES SOMETIMES SOMETIMES 

SOMETIMES 

SOMETIMES 

COMMON 

RARE NO SOMETIMES 

FOR CHILDREN 
NO 

COMMON 

SOMETIMES RARE SOMETIMES NO 

NO NO NO 

COMMON COMMON 

SOMETIMES 
(RELATED TO  

SINUS PAIN) 

NO 

RARE COMMON 
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